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How can the church 
respond to the refugee 
crisis?
Dr. Glenn Duerr
Assoc. Prof. of International Studies
The first point is that 
the refugee crisis 
is highly complex 
comprising primarily 
of people fleeing from 
war, violence, and 
persecution.
Most refugees are 
fleeing wars in the 
Middle East, South Asia, and Central 
Africa. Alongside the refugee crisis is an 
upsurge of economic migrants fleeing 
stifling poverty, especially from parts of 
Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa.
The church can respond to the needs 
of the refugee population in numerous 
ways. Where people have legally been 
accepted as refugees, economic 
migrants, or asylum seekers, the church 
can primarily act by caring for the needs 
of people, specifically the widows and 
orphans (James 1:27), and by helping to 
accommodate the sojourners in the land 
(Deuteronomy 10:19). 
This may involve physically meeting the 
needs of people from food to clothing to 
shelter, or it could mean helping them 
find jobs or to learn the predominant 
language of the country. It also means 
that members of the church should be 
involved in learning about public policy 
options, and lobbying governments 
to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) in 
opposition to intractable conflicts. 
This may involve raising awareness of 
wars and their resultant refugee crisis, 
contacting elected officials, or voting for 
candidates with specific plans on how to 
help restore peace in different parts of 
the world. 
Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel
Loving the Sojourner
I am going to be up front with you: this column is not funny, because its contents are deeply, heartbreakingly serious. This column has an agenda. I have an agenda.
(Hey, at least I wasn’t deceptive about it, right?)
That agenda is to convince you that the cultural tone is wrong 
on one major point: the treatment of refu-
gees and immigrants. Some well-meaning 
Christians have been led astray by the pol-
itics of fear. In fact, the rise of anti-immi-
grant and anti-refugee policy is damaging 
to our Christian witness and our ability to 
serve and reach the nations. 
Okay. I’ve said a lot of things that might 
have made you inhale sharply and raise your 
eyebrows. Before we begin, I’d encourage 
you to wipe any and all political and cultural biases from your mind. 
Become a tabula rasa. Let your opinion on this subject be informed 
on one thing: the word of God. Sola Scriptura. We’re going to search 
its pages and see what it tells us about the treatment of your neighbor 
and the sojourner in your land.
The Great Commission tells us to reach the nations, but God 
is also at work bringing the nations to us (Acts 17:24-17). Since 
we are called to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19), it 
follows that we should reach out to those around us, in gospel love. 
We are to honor and protect the defenseless as Proverbs 31:8-
9 says: “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for 
the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; de-
fend the rights of the poor and needy.” See also Isaiah 1:17: “Learn 
to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause 
of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.”
We are called to love to sojourner: “Love the sojourner, there-
fore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt” (Deut. 10:19; 
Exodus 23:9; Lev. 19:33-34). 
We are called to love our neighbors: “For the entire law is ful-
filled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as your-
self.” (Galatians 5:14), and “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).
We are called to hospitality: “Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to an-
gels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2.) In Romans 12:13, right af-
ter we are commanded to live as living sacrifices, Paul instructs us to 
“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”
The Word of God seems very clear on the way we are supposed 
to treat foreigners, sojourners, and those unlike us. However, the 
church frequently fails to reach out to those in its own community 
who need it so desperately, preferring instead our comfort, our 
own needs, and what is familiar to us. Some of us support policies 
which keep people in need from reaching refuge or a safe harbor. 
Others prioritize our own nation — or kingdom — over our true 
kingdom, which has no border. Shouldn’t our heavenly citizenship 
matter far more than our allegiance to any earthly kingdom?
Our reasoning for the policies that people make and support 
against the immigrant and the sojourner can be summed up in one 
word: Fear. In an age of terrorism, some support reactionary bans 
out of fear of that which is different from us.
However, Jesus does not call us to safe Christianity. We can-
not judge an entire people group based on the actions of one, and 
we cannot reject people in need because we are afraid. In fact, no 
person accepted to the United States as a refugee has been im-
plicated in a fatal terrorist attack since the Refugee Act of 1980. 
If a terrorist were to enter the United States, it is unlikely they 
would choose the refugee path — as you will see later in this issue, 
the process is highly vetted, with multiple levels of clearance, and 
painstakingly long.
Even if there was a real threat to refugee resettlement, Jesus 
calls us to love our enemies — to love those who hate us in Mat-
thew 5:43-48: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. [...] And if you greet only your own people, what 
are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?”
Jesus tells us that fear has no place for the Christian in 1 John 
4:18: “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. We love because He first loved us.”
Our heart for this Cedars issue is that you get a better under-
standing of the refugee crisis. I have a personal heart for this — I 
was blessed to go to Clarkston, Georgia, to serve and learn about 
refugees over spring break, which you’ll learn about later in this 
issue. I hope your heart is broken over the stories you read here. 
I hope that you feel a call to serve those around you — as nearby 
as Dayton.
The refugee crisis is one of the worst humanitarian disasters 
that the current world is facing. Who is going to resolve it, if not 
the church — if not God’s people, a people of no earthly nation 
(Galatians 3:28, Philippians 3:20), a people called to imitate the 
reckless, self-sacrificial love of our Savior (John 13:34)?
Just sayin’.
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Refugees resettled in the 
Columbus area since 1983
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The Flight to Safe Haven
Explaining the Journey of a Refugee
Law enforcement and 
intelligence agencies 
run numerous security 
checks. Then the individual 
will have an in-person 
interview with a member 
of Homeland Security. 
The application is 
conditionally accepted. The 
U.S. government outsources 
the initial processing to 
resettlement processing 
centers, which are run 
by NGOs. Refugees go 
through medical screening 
and are given a partner 
agency, which will help 
them in their transition.
While waiting for arrival, 
refugees are given a 
cultural orientation and 
a second inter-agency 
security check to evaluate 
any new information. They 
are checked once more 
at the airport and then 
admitted to the United 
States.
Resettlement organizations 
find housing for each 
refugee with certain 
criteria: it must be safe, 
sanitary, affordable and 
near public transportation, 
among other requirements. 
Within six months, the 
U.S. government expects 
a working-age refugee to 
find a job.
Within the first 30 days, 
refugees must apply for 
a social security number. 
Refugee children are 
registered in school based 
on age, which can cause 
difficulties if their education 
was interrupted. Agencies 
help refugees find 
available English classes.
After one year of 
residency in the United 
States, refugees can apply 
for Permanent Resident 
Alien (PRA) status (also 
known as a “green 
card”). After five years 
of residency in the United 
States, refugees can apply 
for citizenship.
The UNHCR is in charge 
of deciding if individuals 
qualify as refugees, or 
more officially, determining 
their “refugee status.” 
Individuals must first 
register with the UNHCR 
in order to receive refugee 
status.
An individual will be 
referred to the U.S. for 
resettlement by the UN, a 
U.S. Embassy or a non-
governmental organization 
(NGO), and begin the 
application process. They 
may put preferences for 
country of arrival based 
on where relatives live or 
other factors.
Alexandria Hentschel is a sophomore International Studies and Spanish double major and the Off-Campus news editor for Cedars. She enjoys old books, strong coffee, and honest debate.
by Alex Hentschel
Who are refugees, and what process do they go through to get to the United States? According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a refugee is someone who has “fled their home country and cannot return because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution based on religion, race, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group.” Refugees usually have no idea how long it will be before it is safe to return home, and often have no time to plan for departure. 
Items such as professional documents and diplomas are often left behind, which can make the process difficult. Here is the journey, explained step by step:
For refugees arriving in the United States, the average duration time of processing between the time of application and the time of arrival in the United States can range anywhere 
from 18 months to three years. The vetting is often arbitrary, and determined by the refugee admittance ceiling determined by the current administration, which is usually not exhausted. 
Very few refugees actually enter the country. This is why the UNHCR states that less than one percent of refugees in need are actually resettled.
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Refugee Resettlement in Columbus
WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? WHERE DO THEY GO?
53.5%
SOMALIA
16.8%
BHUTAN
11.2%
IRAQ
14.4%
OTHER
1 CALIFORNIA 
2 TEXAS
3 NEW YORK
5 OHIO
6 MICHIGAN
4 WASHINGTON
Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration Columbus Council on World Affairs 2016-2017
City of Columbus
US Together, CRIS Impact of Refugees In Central Ohio: 2015 Report
16,596
Refugees resettled in the 
Columbus area since 1983
59.2% of them in 
the last 10 years
41.8% of 
refugees 18 or 
older have or 
are getting a 
college 
degree.
Local refugees 
are >2x more 
likely to own a 
business than 
the general 
population.
The refugee 
community 
supports an 
estimated 
20,000 local 
jobs.
In Columbus, 
the total 
economic 
contribution of 
refugees is 
$1.6 billion. 
WHAT IS THE IMPACT?
Infographic by Jen Yosinski
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King’s Kids Ministry Invests in the Future
by Breanna Beers
Rather than “going into all the na-tions,” some Cedarville students are making disciples as the nations 
come to them.
King’s Kids, an outreach of Christ the 
King Anglican Church led primarily by Ce-
darville students, offers games, snacks, ac-
tivities and Bible studies for refugee chil-
dren near the Dayton area.
Since its beginning in 2012, King’s Kids 
has grown from a few neighborhood families 
to nearly 60 children between the ages of 5 
and 18 who attend the program on Sunday 
evenings. Janelle Thompson, a senior nurs-
ing major who has been helping lead King’s 
Kids since her freshman year, said that the 
ministry has several different components.
“On Sundays we’ll bring all the kids to 
the church, and there are games and stuff at 
the church that they can play,” Thompson 
said. “If it’s warm, then they will play out-
side. Then we’ll divide into our groups and 
do more Bible study. That looks different 
for each group, depending on their age. The 
older girls do more discussion, [but with]
the younger kids it’s more like teaching.”
According to the Dayton Daily News, 
over 70 refugees have settled in Dayton in 
the last six months, more than three-quar-
ters of whom are coming from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo fleeing widespread 
political and ethnic violence. Pam Laughlin, 
the volunteer head of Christ the King’s refu-
gee ministry, explained why refugee children 
are a particularly vulnerable demographic.
“Right now we feel really led and com-
pelled to work with young kids, because they 
really are the future,” Laughlin said. “Their 
parents are out working really hard, and we 
support them [...] but we were noticing that 
the kids are kind of losing out. Sometimes 
they’re home alone, they’re far behind in 
school, and then when they get into middle 
school and high school, you just kind of lose 
them spiritually. You see them making real-
ly poor decisions. We feel that’s such an im-
portant age, and we want to get them linked 
in. We want them to feel like they’re part of 
a group, a larger support.”
In addition to the Sunday program, 
King’s Kids also provides tutoring opportu-
nities during Monday and Wednesday after-
noons. Thompson described some of the chal-
lenges students new to the country often face.
“If they were in refugee camps, they 
may not have had the opportunity to go to 
school,” Thompson said. “When they come 
to the United States, a lot of the kids don’t 
speak English, or at least not very well. 
Then if they get put in fourth grade because 
they’re 9, but they’re still at a first grade 
reading level, they need a lot of help with 
their homework. So it can be frustrating for 
them, because they’re doing this homework, 
but it’s not actually helping them learn.”
This year, Cedarville University’s sci-
ence education department started an 
additional, more individualized program 
on Thursdays, in addition to the regular 
Monday and Wednesday tutoring sessions. 
According to Laughlin, this smaller setting 
allows attendees to develop deeper relation-
ships with the Cedarville students who lead 
the program.
“It’s more one-on-one, and so they’re 
really building relationships,” Laughlin 
said. “And my kids just love that. It’s hard to 
get high school kids involved and commit-
ted, but this group that’s coming for the tu-
toring, they seem more committed. They’re 
not with a different person every week, so 
I think they feel more comfortable and are 
more committed to it.”
Laughlin pointed out that while many 
children come for fun games and for home-
work help, they are also receiving something 
at King’s Kids that they can’t find anywhere 
else.
“It’s because it’s a safe environment,” 
Laughlin said. “I don’t think they know why 
Photo provided by No Longer Strangers
Cedarville student Renee Pace is involved in King’s Kids’ Thursday night ministry, which focuses on tutoring in math and science.
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that is, but it’s because the Spirit of the Lord 
is there, and it creates this atmosphere. It’s 
creating opportunities for them that they 
wouldn’t have elsewhere. And I think be-
cause we’ve built those relationships with 
them, with the parents also, that they trust 
us. There’s a safe, secure, loving environ-
ment for them.”
In addition to the regular weekly pro-
gramming, King’s Kids also invites children 
to participate in special events.
In the fall, a few Cedarville students 
drove several teenage girls out to Elizabeth-
town, Pennsylvania for the Confidence Con-
ference — an event organized by high school 
girls to encourage their peers toward deeper 
union with and security in Christ. Accord-
ing to Laughlin, this event was hugely sig-
nificant in the lives of several of the girls, 
because it brought them from the familiar 
in Dayton and their family to a new environ-
ment where people are passionate about the 
Lord.
King’s Kids is one branch of a larger 
refugee ministry called No Longer Strang-
ers, a name Laughlin said was chosen based 
on Leviticus 19:34, in which God com-
mands, “The stranger who dwells among 
you shall be to you as one born among you, 
and you shall love him as yourself, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
“We call our ministry No Longer 
Strangers because we want to bring them 
into our neighborhoods,” Laughlin said. 
“We want them to be a part of our country, 
our churches, our families. I think that’s 
how we look at the world around us, wheth-
er that’s refugees or the family next door 
who’s not Christian. My ministry is to who-
ever the Lord is bringing in to me.”
This, Thompson said, is why King’s 
Kids focuses as much on building genuine 
relationships with the children as on home-
work help, activities and even Bible lessons.
“The best part is building the friend-
ships,” she said, “and getting to know the 
kids and spending time with them.”
Breanna Beers is a freshman Molecular 
Biology major and an off-campus news 
writer for Cedars. She loves exercising cu-
riosity, hiking new trails, and quoting The 
Princess Bride whether it’s relevant or not.
Picture provided by No Longer Strangers
Cedarville students Hannah Ferris (left), Janelle Thompson (middle) and Theresa Guillory (right) with students at the Confidence Conference.
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THE GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS: CONNECTION
by Zach Krauss and Alex 
Hentschel
Many refugees have been torn from their homes, had their lives dev-astated by war, or made an ardu-
ous journey to a new place with only their 
lives intact.
This is why Americans find it difficult 
to truly understand the plight of a refugee.
However, there are students at Cedar-
ville who are learning advocacy and have 
had the opportunity to work with refugees 
both in the United States and abroad. In ad-
dition, Cedarville’s international students 
and missionary kids (MK’s) can sometimes 
empathize with refugees due to experienc-
ing their own level of cross-cultural discon-
nect.
Brian Campbell, junior music education 
major at Cedarville, is both a missionary kid 
and a refugee. His family lived in Cote D’Ivo-
ire during his early life and had to be evac-
uated twice due to civil unrest before con-
tinuing missionary work in Senegal, another 
west African country. He said that his unique 
experience helps him better understand the 
journey of a refugee.
“It really is hard[er] than most Ameri-
cans can truly understand,” Campbell said. 
“We don’t often understand how desperate 
things are. In Senegal, they have these large 
fishing boats, and sometimes things get so 
desperate that groups of Senegalese try to take 
the boats all the way from Senegal to France.”
Freshman Christina Macris is a mis-
sionary kid from Uganda. Her family runs 
a clinic that helps those in need in the com-
munity, including refugees. She said that 
the influx of refugees coming from South 
Sudan has given her a new perspective on 
the crisis.
“Seeing the needs that people have 
made it really come alive. The word ‘refugee’ 
isn’t just a term that we hear: each of them 
are people just like us,” she said. 
Over the past summer, Macris had the 
opportunity to spend a day ministering to 
refugees in Lebanon. She was able to spend 
a lot of time showing love to refugee children 
and hearing the stories of other refugees. 
Macris specifically mentioned spend-
ing time with a woman named Lydia who 
demonstrated kindness to both Macris and 
her friend. 
“She took care of us and called my friend 
and I her daughters,” Macris said. “She’s 
such a beautiful person to have experienced 
so much hardship and still being such a kind 
person. That made it very real for me.” 
Macris also mentioned that the refugee 
crisis, while devastating, is a unique oppor-
tunity for ministry.
“We can minister to these people — 
sometimes without even leaving our coun-
try — as the refugees come in,” she said. “It’s 
a great way to show Christ’s love.”
Campbell said, at times, the best way 
to show gospel love to refugees is to build 
relationships.
“I think it’s important to make sure 
you’re a friend to someone before anything 
else,” he said. “There’s a sense of grief that 
they’re likely going through, and having a 
friend is something that can help them to 
open up to you and get to know them as a 
person rather than quickly jump into ex-
plaining the gospel right away.”
Priscilla Songate is a sophomore nurs-
ing student who has been able to minister 
to refugees in the U.S. Songate’s family has 
been working with Burmese refugees in 
Texas for about two years.
“Through my ministry, I met some of 
the smartest kids,” Songate said. “Some of 
these people come to America and are so 
qualified, but because of their situation they 
have to resort to doing odd jobs. At their 
core, they are our equals.”
Being from a different country doesn’t 
necessarily mean that the MK’s or interna-
tional students know what refugees are go-
ing through, but some have said that it has 
helped them to understand how difficult it 
is to build a life somewhere completely new.
Some members of Cedarville’s faculty 
and staff have experience with facilitating 
cross-cultural transition of international 
students and missionary kids, which refu-
Different Types of Disconnect
Missionary kids and international students share what they’ve learned from ministering to refugees
Photo provided by Christina Macris
Christina Macris ministered with refugee children in Lebanon last summer. 
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gees face during resettlement. These faculty 
and staff members can speak to the difficul-
ties of moving from one culture to another, 
having coordinated it many times. 
Matthew Bennett, professor of theolo-
gy and mission at Cedarville, said that the 
experience of cross-cultural disconnect is 
shared between an international student 
and a refugee, which allows for increased 
understanding.
“Of course the cause might be different, 
but I think that [missionary kids and interna-
tional students] have an exceptional oppor-
tunity to speak to a level of common ground 
and a common sense of being wanderers in 
some ways,” Bennett said. “There’s an affini-
ty that is gained in a situation like that.”
Brenda Reid, coordinator of Interna-
tional Student Services at Cedarville, has 
overseen many international students’ 
transition to Cedarville. She believes under-
standing that refugees are often transition-
ing into a completely new way of life is criti-
cal to ministering to them effectively. 
“Their whole identity is changing and 
it is often misunderstood or not really val-
ued,” Reid said. “If we really want to un-
derstand them we have to constantly think 
about what our lives would be like if we truly 
started over with nothing at all.”
Reid also believes we should have a bib-
lical perspective on the refugee crisis.
“Looking at the bigger story, Jesus him-
self was a refugee when his family fled Israel 
and went to Egypt to ensure his safety from 
Herod, who wanted to find and kill him.  I 
think that adds more depth and dimension 
to why we should try and understand, em-
pathize, and support the refugee cause.”
Zach Krauss is a junior pharmacy/music 
double major from central Texas and cam-
pus reporter for Cedars. He loves music, 
theatre, biology, community, and meeting 
new people.
Alexandria Hentschel is a sophomore In-
ternational Studies and Spanish double 
major and the Off-Campus news editor for 
Cedars. She enjoys old books, strong coffee, 
Photo provided by Christina Macris
Christina Macris (right) is a missionary kid from Uganda who has served refugees.
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by Rebekah Erway
With over 125 refugees arriving in Dayton, Ohio, in 2018 alone (according to Catholic Social 
Services), Cedarville students have a unique 
opportunity to minister to a disadvantaged 
group of people who live only 30 miles away. 
Many students seem to be aware of this 
opportunity. Of those surveyed by Cedars, 
only two percent said they were unfamiliar 
with the global refugee crisis, and over 21 
percent said they have been involved in refu-
gee ministry during their time at Cedarville. 
For the remainder, there seems, at ini-
tial glance, to be few opportunities for them 
to get involved with refugee ministries. Sev-
enty-eight percent of students said their 
churches did not offer any kind of refugee 
ministry, and there are few ministries of-
fered through Cedarville University. The 
Global Outreach office lists two available 
refugee ministries: King’s Kids and the At-
lanta spring break mission trip.
And yet, not everyone can go on a 
spring break trip and some people aren’t 
comfortable working with children, so the 
two ministries may not be the right fit. For-
tunately for such students, there are many 
refugee ministries available outside the 
Global Outreach office, with service oppor-
tunities beyond evangelism. 
Students can find a refugee ministry to 
be involved in that fits a variety of different 
skill sets and still meets the needs of these 
disadvantaged people.
“The most effective way to minister to 
refugees is simply being available to help,” 
said Timothy Mattackal, in an email.
Mattackal, a senior finance and ac-
counting major, volunteered with refugees 
in Atlanta on two spring break mission trips 
and over the summer. He said his time work-
ing in Atlanta has taught him that ministry 
to refugees is primarily relationship-based. 
“Having good relationships with people 
and having them know that they can go to 
you for help in this difficult situation is one 
way that we can share God’s love with oth-
ers,” he said.  
One of the biggest mistakes Christians 
can make going into refugee ministry, Mat-
tackal said, is viewing the group of refugees 
as a “monolith.” 
“It can be easy to lose the humanity of 
individual people when using the term ‘ref-
ugee,’ so it is important to remember that 
everyone is an individual person with their 
own unique story,” he said.
Matthew Bennett, professor of theology 
and missions, agreed that refugee ministry 
is connected to relationships. 
Bennett worked with displaced peoples 
in Jordan and Syria for several years before 
coming to Cedarville. His program focused 
on teaching English so refugees had an add-
ed skill to help them get a job and settle into 
society.
Bennett said part of sharing love with 
refugees includes giving them back a sense 
of dignity. When refugees come into the 
country, Bennett said, they leave behind 
their previous life, with its routines and rec-
ognized status. A Syrian who was a doctor 
in his country, once he is forced to flee, finds 
himself lumped together with the group 
of people known as “refugees.” Regardless 
of skill set, any refugee, once chased from 
home, no longer seems to have an identity 
beyond the refugee status. 
Mattackal pointed out how the immigra-
tion process for refugees, especially in Ameri-
ca, emphasizes the newcomers’ refugee status. 
Not only is the process of bringing a refugee to 
the U.S. intricate, Mattackal said, but so is the 
process of allowing the refugee to stay.  
“Many of the people who have been 
resettled have had to live in refugee camps 
for years,” he said, “waiting for their appli-
cations to be processed and background 
checks and interviews to be completed.”
Bennett described how refugees can, 
at times, feel as though they are “just sub-
sisting,” waiting in camps until they are dis-
placed to another location where, like in the 
current one, they are simply “stored until 
people know what to do with [them].”
“There’s an objectifying that’s hard to 
escape,” Bennett said. 
Refugees confront their own realities, 
often through intense questioning. Some-
times they question their previous country 
and religious systems, and other times, they 
question their very dignity. 
“There’s a sense of a lot of loss,” Ben-
nett said, “not merely on the physical, finan-
cial side of things, but even just that psycho-
logical ‘Who am I now?’”
Ministering to the Sojourner in Our Land
How Cedarville students can respond to the global refugee crisis
Infographic by Tasha Peterson
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Becoming a refugee dehumanizes peo-
ple because it takes away their identity and 
leaves them with confusion and a lack of 
direction. Refugee ministry, therefore, Ben-
nett said, must give the people skills and op-
portunities that would help them get back 
on their feet and regain their sense of self. 
“[Give] them something that [allows] 
them to take steps down a path of restoring 
some sense of direction for their family,” 
Bennett said, “that they would be able to 
step out of this in between, transient status 
of being ‘refugee’ to being ‘employee’, to be-
ing someone who could define themselves 
other than by virtue of being displaced.” 
While part of his ministry is giving people 
hands-on skills, Bennett said another import-
ant part is simply sharing the truth of where 
hope comes from. While he can help a refugee 
get a job or lose the refugee status, Bennett 
said that new job isn’t going to sufficiently sat-
isfy the refugee’s need for orientation. 
“[They] are still displaced,” Bennett 
said, “whether [they] have a home or not.”
Despite the many negative effects the dis-
placements can have psychologically on the 
refugees, the time can also remove personal 
and cultural barriers to the gospel. As refugees 
question their lack of satisfaction found in 
their previous systems of religion and sources 
of identity, Bennett said his ministry tries to 
get them thinking about their identity as be-
yond the physical, immediate world. 
“You can definitely see how the Lord re-
deems that time of being dislocated to being 
a time that is very pregnant with opportuni-
ty for meeting someone in a time of asking 
questions that they never realized they had 
to ask about the world they lived in and be-
ing able to provide the gospel as an answer,” 
Bennett said.  
Gaining a sense of identity and belong-
ing outside of their refugee label can be 
challenging. Since the refugees are in a for-
eign country with a new culture and differ-
ent regulations, they can’t simply step out 
into society on their own. 
Dr. Glen Duerr, associate professor of 
international studies, said that, too often, gov-
ernments do not provide all of the resources 
to help these people re-orient themselves. 
“A lot of Western countries don’t help 
refugees enough,” Duerr said. “What I mean 
by that is that they don’t bring citizens 
alongside them to help integrate them into 
society. They kind of have to fend for them-
selves and figure out a place to live.”
Churches and non-profit social services 
attempt to step in where the government 
leaves off by offering a variety of practical 
ministries to incorporate refugees into so-
ciety. 
One of the major services offered to 
refugees through these ministries are ESL 
classes. Often, refugees arrive speaking a 
language other than English, which adds a 
language barrier to their other difficulties in 
blending into society. Other important ser-
vices for refugees, such as medical clinics, 
after-school programs, and job placement 
services, all become opportunities for min-
istry by meeting practical needs.  
Refugee ministry, then, is three-fold: It 
must include the immediate help in form of 
food, housing and other supplies while they 
are in transient camps; the long-term help of 
providing practical skills and opportunities 
to get them back on their feet; and the spiri-
tual help of answering their deep questions.
In face of this three-fold mission, refu-
gee ministry can seem like an overwhelm-
ing task.“There are a lot of churches already 
who are doing that kind of ministry,” Ben-
nett said. “There’s a lot of opportunity.” 
Bennett recommended looking into 
Highland Baptist Church in the Columbus 
area for training and practical experience on 
working with Muslim refugees. 
Mattackal mentioned volunteering 
with Catholic Social Services of Miami Val-
ley, a refugee resettlement agency that is ac-
tive in the Dayton area. While the Catholic 
Social Services are not a directly evangelical 
association, they partner with several area 
churches, including Christ the King Angli-
can Church. Opportunities to serve at the 
Catholic Social Services range from tutoring 
in ESL courses to cleaning out homes and 
preparing them for incoming refugees to 
donating personal and household supplies. 
Students can also partner with refugees 
and minister to them by staying informed. 
Deurr recommended staying tuned to the 
international news and lobbying the gov-
ernment to help make foreign situations 
better so refugees don’t need to leave their 
homes in the first place. 
“You have to look at why people are 
fleeing,” Duerr said.
Deurr said that students should pray 
over those negative situations and think 
about ways the government can step in and 
help those countries. 
No matter how students choose to help, 
they can make an impact on the refugee cri-
sis and share the love of Christ with, as Mat-
tackal describes them, “some of the most 
disadvantaged people in society.” 
“Being able to meet people in the midst 
of their need, in the midst of a whole new 
horizon of asking questions without the cul-
tural pressures that have kept them form 
asking questions in the past, to be there to 
meet them with gospel answers is an incred-
ible advantage,” Bennett said. “Someone is 
going to meet them with answers; shouldn’t 
it be the church, holding out the message 
of Jesus Christ and exhibiting a hospitality 
that is gospel-driven, gospel-shaped and 
gospel-saturated?”
Rebekah Erway is a senior Christian edu-
cation major and Campus News editor for 
Cedars. She enjoys odd numbers, Oxford 
commas, and speaking in a British accent.
Infographic by Tasha Peterson
“A lot of Western countries don’t help 
refugees enough. What I mean by that is 
that they don’t bring citizens alongside 
them to help integrate them into society.”
Dr. Glenn Duerr
associate professor of international studies
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by Alex Hentschel
Nestled in the suburbs of Atlanta sits the small town of Clarkston — the most diverse square mile in America, according to census data. What used to 
be a sleepy Southern town was transformed over the last 
few decades into a place bursting with culture, life and color 
because of refugee resettlement programs. 
Refugees who flee their home countries from intense 
persecution have resettled in Clarkston from all over the 
world. These refugees arrive legally, sometimes permanently, 
because of ongoing atrocities being committed in Syria, the 
Congo, Nepal, Myanmar and countless other places. These 
atrocities include genocide, war, crimes against humanity 
and other environments that are devastating to the human 
condition. Most of these refugees have lost family members 
and all of their worldly possessions in their flight to a safe ha-
ven. The refugees who made it through the intensive (and of-
ten arbitrary) vetting process to make it to the United States 
comprise only a fraction of those in need, as less than one 
percent of all those in need are actually resettled according to 
the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees.
A team from Cedarville traveled to Clarkston over 
spring break to serve and learn. The team included Kur-
tis DePree, Alex Hentschel, Daniel Jaquish, Macey Kakuk, 
Anna Rowell, Zach Rubosky, Lexi Smith, Janelle Thompson 
and Katrina Wiebe, as well as the two student team leaders, 
Timothy Mattackal and Mikaila O’Keefe.
Many members of the team said that the moment they 
arrived, they knew they were in a place unlike anywhere 
they had been before.
“Stepping into Clarkston for the first time was not 
what I expected at all. It looks like an American town, 
but then you look a little closer and then you’re taken to 
a different country — well, a lot of different countries all 
at once,” sophomore Zach Rubosky said. “It was so amaz-
‘From One Man He Made All the Nations’
Students serve and learn in the most diverse square mile in America
Photos provided by Daniel Jaquish
Pramila tells her story to the team. From left to right: Janelle Thompson, Pramila, Timothy Mattackal, Kurtis DePree, Mikaila O’Keefe, Alex Hentschel, and Lexi Smith
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ing to see people from all over the world 
living in one place and creating new lives 
for themselves.”
The Cedarville team partnered with 
Clarkston International Bible Church 
(CIBC), which is aided by the North Amer-
ican Mission Board. CIBC and its partners, 
including World Relief, do a number of out-
reach programs in the community. They also 
allow no fewer than six ethnic churches, in-
cluding Pakistani, Nepali, Congolese, Suda-
nese, Karen, and more, to use their facility to 
worship in their native languages. 
The team spent much of Sunday attend-
ing those services and worshiping alongside 
the refugees. Lexi Smith said this was a high-
light of the trip for her.
“I had this moment in the Swahili service 
where all the people were worshiping God in 
Swahili,” she said. “It was lively and fun, and 
I had a moment where I was like, ‘Wow. God 
loves every person in this room as deeply and 
intimately as He loves me.’ It made me feel 
small but safe in what God tells me to do. We 
don’t need to worry — He’s bigger than cul-
ture, than language, than everything.”
The team mentioned that not all those 
in Clarkston are Christians and there is 
much need for the gospel, but that those 
ethnic churches do much of the work in 
reaching their own communities.
CIBC and its partners provide import-
ant services to members of the community, 
including furniture donations, community 
recreation nights, Bible study ministries 
and other outreach programs. 
The team spent a lot of its week learning 
about refugees and advocacy. It went through 
several training sessions to learn how to min-
ister to those of other faiths, as well as tools 
for sharing the gospel. They visited a mosque 
and a Hindu temple, and spent time talking 
with people of other faiths.
Through these sessions and outings, the 
team learned that Muslims often conflate 
the word “Christian” with the word “Amer-
ican,” which explains many of the miscon-
ceptions they have about Christians. They 
see American culture with its consumerism, 
perverse Hollywood culture, pleasure-based 
lifestyle and assume that Christians are the 
same. This opened their eyes to how Chris-
tians are perceived to those of other faiths.
Team leader Mikaila O’Keefe believes 
that one of the most important parts of the 
trip was that the students got to interact 
with refugees and learn their stories.
“It’s so important to remember that refu-
gees are people,” she said. “They’re not help-
less, and we’re not superior to them. They 
might be a refugee, but they’re also brothers 
and mothers and employees. They’re peo-
ple — it’s just that right now they need a little 
help.”
Team member Kurtis DePree said he 
thinks it is important Americans remember 
refugees are here not by choice, but because 
the situation in their home country is dire. 
“They leave their country because it is 
no longer livable. They are refugees because 
they have no other reasonable choice,” he 
said. “The choice to leave their possessions, 
lose family, country, and community are 
seen as worth the cost.”
The team also had the chance to visit 
the homes of refugees for times of fellow-
ship. Several team members mentioned 
these outings were a favorite part of their 
trip, especially when they visited the home 
of one Pakistani refugee mother and daugh-
ter, Pramila* and Aisha*. Pramila is here as 
a single mother, and works 14-hour days. 
Somehow after that long day she had enough 
energy and joy to host 11 college kids, make 
them tea and share her testimony.
“It was crucial that we talked to Prami-
la and Aisha, and realized that they’re real 
women with real dreams,” O’Keefe said. 
“Their dream isn’t less than ours — they 
don’t see themselves as just refugees. Aisha 
sees herself as a teenager studying to be a 
doctor. Pramila wants to open a restaurant. 
They think in terms of dreams and goals, 
just like we do.” 
Visiting this home was also a highlight 
for Smith.
“Pramila made us dance,” she laughed, 
“then she told us her story, and it has so 
much darkness and pain in it, but she told 
the side of joy and blessing. It made me 
evaluate the refugee crisis and how much 
hope the gospel can bring. For her, the 
gospel radically changed her story and re-
deemed it.”
Rubosky said that one thing that Pra-
mila* said has been on his mind ever since:
“She said that people in America just 
don’t love the same way that people in Pa-
kistan did,” he said. “That really opened my 
eyes to how much we have neglected the ref-
ugee crisis as Americans.”
One day of the trip, the water in the 
whole county ran out because of a broken 
water main. The team was forced to cancel 
their plans to help out with the after-school 
ministry, as all schools were canceled.
Rather than get discouraged, the team 
went on a “prayer walk,” where they walked 
through the community and prayed for any-
one they encountered. Though many of the 
people they spoke to did not speak English, 
they understood basic words and the team 
was able to pray over them and ask that God 
would provide adequate housing, a good 
job, food and safety. The team also prayed 
that they would know Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. 
Freshman Macey Kakuk said this helped 
re-emphasize prayer for her.
“One of the things God taught me in 
Clarkston was the power of prayer,” she said. 
Kakuk said her work with refugees 
seemed overwhelming, because they had 
gone through things she could not imagine. 
And yet, she said, God reminded her that 
nothing is too big for him. 
“Refugees are people. They’re not helpless, 
and we’re not superior to them. They might 
be a refugee, but they’re also brothers and 
mothers and employees. [...] Right now 
they just need a little help.”
Mikaila O’Keefe
Team Leader
Photos provided by Daniel Jaquish
Left: Clarkston International Bible Church serves the refugee community that surrounds it. 
Right: One of the ministries in Clarkston is the Refugee Sewing Society, where refugee women 
can make and sell sewn items.
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“Prayer is never a last resort; it is the 
most powerful thing we can do to help the 
refugees here in the states and also over-
seas,” she said. “This is something you don’t 
realize until you face something that truly is 
so much bigger than you can handle.”
Team leader Timothy Mattackal had 
spent the summer of 2017 in Clarkston as 
an intern with CIBC, where he lived live in 
the community for several months. 
“The internship allowed me to do much 
more than is possible during a one week 
missions trip,” he said. “I was able to build 
relationships with many of the people there, 
and [...] be involved in advocacy work rais-
ing awareness, mobilizing people and teach-
ing people about issues concerning refugees 
and refugee resettlement.” 
Mattackal believes that getting to know 
refugees in the community is the best way to 
really understand their stories.
“There are many myths and a great deal 
of misinformation surrounding the topic of 
refugees,” he said. “A key way to dispel these 
myths is just to spend time with real-life 
people. Meeting individual people and get-
ting to know them and hear their stories ... 
makes it easy to understand that they are 
simply normal people just like you and me 
trying to survive and take care of their fam-
ilies.”
A common sentiment among team 
members was that they learned far more 
than they were expecting about refugees, 
their lives and their stories.
“God taught me that to serve him we 
just need to be available to be used,” Mat-
tackal said. “Whether that just means being 
available to help a refugee find a job or being 
willing to go out and share the gospel with 
people regardless of the circumstances.”
O’Keefe mentioned that she learned 
several things about community and fellow-
ship in Clarkston that she wants to bring 
back to her home church.
“There’s so many cultures, people and 
languages [in Clarkston], and they’re all 
very accepting of learning from each oth-
er and being proud of where they’ve come 
from and learning other cultures,” she said. 
“Anyone is welcome there because everyone 
is different. That’s something to share.”
*These names were changed to pre-
serve their safety and privacy.
Alexandria Hentschel is a sophomore In-
ternational Studies and Spanish double 
major and the Off-Campus news editor for 
Cedars. She enjoys old books, strong coffee, 
and honest debate.
“To serve [God], 
we just need to be 
available to be used, 
whether that means 
being available to 
help a refugee find a 
job, or being willing 
to go out and share 
the gospel.”
Timothy Mattackal
team leader
Photo provided by Jason Lee
The Atlanta Global Outreach team visited a local mosque to observe community traditions and fellowship with Muslims
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Fear God in Us, Oh Nations
Cedarville professor creates art to raise awareness of Syrian refugee crisis
by Daniel Garcia
A Cedarville art professor is working on a new project to urge viewers to respond to the Syrian refugee crisis.
This will be the second refugee-related 
artwork by sculpture and ceramics profes-
sor Zachariah Benson.
Before beginning his work on the proj-
ects, Benson said most of his views regard-
ing refugees came from politics. When the 
Syrian refugee crisis surfaced, he aligned 
with his political party’s response. As time 
went on, however, he said he began ask-
ing not what politicians said, but what the 
church said. 
Benson asked questions like “Where 
does Christ fit in with this?”, and “Where 
does He see the church needing to be?” 
He said these questions led him away 
from art that was simply aesthetic in nature 
to art designed to convey an idea. Benson 
said this spurred his desire to create art 
highlighting the Syrian refugee crisis.
This spring will mark two years since the 
completion of Benson’s first refugee-related 
project. Consisting only of HVAC ducts and 
spanning nearly fifteen feet in length, it repli-
cates the outer border of a raft used by Syrian 
refugees when crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea from Syria to Greece. Benson created the 
piece as a response to the difficulties of the 
journey that many refugees have to make, a 
journey that many do not survive.
His second project, which is still in 
progress and expected to be completed by 
next fall, is a continuation of his reflections 
on the Syrian refugee crisis. 
“That [first] piece was responding to 
kind of their specific journey,” Benson said. 
“This [second] piece is kind of my toiling 
over my response to the issue.” 
The second project is a replica of one 
of the many tents set up in Syrian refugee 
camps around the globe. Several of these 
tents contain Arabic text spray-painted on 
the outside, messages written by the refu-
gees to the world. The specific tent that Ben-
son replicated had writing which translates 
to “Fear God in us, oh nations.” 
Benson said he first read the phrase 
as a threat, warning the nations that God’s 
wrath was coming through those they ne-
glected. However, after doing some re-
search, Benson learned that a more accurate 
translation would be “If you have a fear of 
God, show it in us, oh nations.” 
The phrase is a plea, asking those who 
believe in God to act on their faith in how 
they treat refugees. The text, and Benson’s 
piece, is a call for viewers to not just under-
stand, but to respond. 
Dr. Matthew Bennett, professor of 
missions and theology, worked closely with 
Benson in the making of his most recent 
project. Bennett said he was particularly 
excited about Benson’s desire to destigma-
tize the Arabic language, something that few 
mediums besides art can achieve.
Besides sparking conversations, Ben-
son said he also wants to allow the piece to 
influence his own response to the issue. 
“If you would have talked to me two 
years ago or three years ago, I would have 
never thought … that the Lord would have 
used my artwork to draw me closer to Him,” 
Benson said. 
For him, this has come in the form of 
getting involved with King’s Kids, an outreach 
ministry that works closely with refugees.
“My perspective of my world has gotten 
bigger; my care for the world has gotten big-
ger,” Benson said.
Bennett also said that Benson’s work 
has the potential to inspire others, beyond 
the artist himself.
“I really appreciate his heart in wanting 
to raise that awareness,” he said. “The Gospel 
should compel us to at least be moved with 
more compassion than sometimes we are.”
On a broader scale, both Benson and 
Bennett agree that art can be used as a pow-
erful vehicle for social change. 
“If a work of art is great, it can commu-
nicate [just as well], if not better, than ver-
bal communication,” Benson said.
Both professors also emphasize the 
need for the responses to these pieces, and 
to refugees, to be Christ-centered. 
“Our heart has to expand to be able to 
care for these individuals. And the only way 
to do that, I think, is through Christ,” Ben-
son said. 
Likewise, Bennett said that projects like 
Benson’s are trying to push viewers to think 
of the people rather than the issues. Believers 
specifically, Bennett said, should consider 
“what would the Gospel have us do?” 
Benson said his aim is for others to be 
encouraged to boldly navigate difficult issues, 
issues that often no one wants to talk about. 
He plans on finishing the tent replica 
by next year. It will be displayed as part of 
his solo art show in the fall of 2019.
Just as his art has changed his own 
ideas and his own perspectives, Benson 
wants it to challenge others’ ideas and per-
spectives as well. Ultimately, his goal is for 
his viewers to become better followers of 
Christ.
Daniel Garcia is a sophomore computer en-
gineering major and a writer for Cedars. 
He likes chocolate milk, the metric system, 
and pretending he knows more than he re-
ally does about comic books.
Photo provided by Zachariah Benson
Zachariah Benson’s first art project related to the refugee crisis: a replica of a raft used by 
Syrian refugees.
Photo provided by Zachariah Benson
Benson’s second project is a replica of a tent with the phrase “Fear God in us, oh nations” 
spray-painted in Arabic.
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The Columbus Crossing Borders Project
Local artists come together to promote awareness and spark conversations about the refugee crisis
by Katie Milligan 
A group of artists in Columbus host a traveling exhibit to raise awareness of the refugee crisis in the U.S. The 
Columbus Crossing Borders Project consists 
of 34 paintings, each by a different artist, and 
a documentary; each piece of art serves to 
shed a light on the difficulties refugees face.
The project’s paintings serve as a met-
aphor for the integration of refugees into 
America. Each artist had to ‘cross the bor-
der’ of their painting into the paintings on 
either side of them so that as one moves 
through the exhibit, the paintings overlap 
through a creative element, such as a con-
sistent color, pattern or style. 
According to the Columbus Crossing 
Borders official website, “the artists are 
creating spaces that allow their works to 
integrate harmoniously. Throughout the 
exhibit, as paintings and diversities flow in 
combined efforts, what emerges is a bigger, 
more beautiful outcome resulting from a co-
operative community.”
The exhibit travels to schools, univer-
sities, churches and other charitable insti-
tutions to display the artwork, lead panel 
discussions and screen the documentary. It 
has received invitations from coast to coast, 
and is currently working on trips to Chica-
go, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Louisville and 
San Francisco.
Columbus Crossing Borders is a 
non-profit organization. Though it often re-
ceives donations for a documentary viewing 
and bids for its artwork, all funds it acquires 
are either put back into the project’s trav-
eling expenses or benefits refugees through 
the Community Refugee and Immigration 
Services (CRIS). 
Laurie VanBalen, an artist from Pa-
taskala, Ohio, founded the project out of a 
passion to enact social change. She was in-
spired to start the project during the 2016 
presidential election when the immigration 
and refugee issue was transformed into 
a political platform. As she observed the 
spreading controversy and hatred in Ameri-
ca, she felt the need to take action.
“I became concerned, because I knew 
very good people who were misinformed 
about immigration, who were being manip-
ulated by fear [and] the media,” VanBalen 
said. “What I wanted to do was contribute, 
even just in some small way through my 
artwork, to create an exhibit that promoted 
critical thinking and compassion for people.”
Though the project began because of 
a concerning political climate, VanBalen 
stresses that it was not meant to be a polit-
ical statement, but an effort to promote hu-
manitarian rights across the globe. 
After President Trump was elected, 
VanBalen saw a need to advocate for refu-
gees. She began contacting 33 other artists 
in Central Ohio to join the project. She had 
become familiar with other artists through 
teaching at schools, libraries, community 
centers and her home art studio Art Soup 
for over 35 years. 
“At first I considered just inviting a few 
of my peers, but once that momentum got 
going, I envisioned a project that would be 
a gathering, an artistic UN,” VanBalen said.
As she searched, she had only three cri-
teria for the group: a diversity in approach 
and style, a significant following to attract 
people to the exhibits and the ability to work 
under tight deadlines. Though VanBalen 
held the first meeting with all 33 artists pres-
ent in January 2017, they had to return their 
finished painting to VanBalen by that April. 
The artists found inspiration for their 
paintings through meeting refugees, seeing 
photographs of them or doing research on 
their own. Then, based on the aspect of the 
refugee crises that particularly moved them, 
they created original works that combine to 
form a cohesive exhibit.
For example, Paula Colman’s painting 
“One Child of Millions” was inspired by a 
photograph of a child behind a barbed wire 
fence which is commonly used around im-
migrant and refugee housing.
“I connected my own feelings of help-
lessness from seeing her and watching this 
continuing, escalating humanitarian crisis, 
with this little girl’s despair — and the mil-
lions of children suffering, unable to get to 
the light,” Colman wrote on the Columbus 
Crossing Borders website.
Another central aspect of the project is 
the full-length documentary titled “Breathe 
Free,” created by filmmaker Doug Swift, 
owner and creative director of Wild Iris Vid-
eo. When VanBalen approached him with 
her idea, Swift was thrilled for the opportu-
nity to capture the refugees’ story.  
“I’m a storyteller at heart,” Swift said. 
“No matter what subject, if anybody is be-
ing stereotyped, the antidote is always to tell 
their story.”
In addition to documenting the artists’ 
progress on their paintings and covering the 
project’s first exhibit, Swift contributed the 
idea of including real-life refugees and their 
stories in the film. He worked closely with 
CRIS to locate and interview several Syrian 
and Bhutanese refugees living in Columbus. 
“We want to allow refugees to have 
their voice, so we really have to get refugees 
to tell their stories,” Swift said.
A touching scene in the film features a 
family of six Syrian refugees: mother Manal, 
her husband and four children. This family 
was welcomed into the country by a wel-
come team of seven American families from 
Bexley, Ohio. The hosts helped the refugees 
integrate into American society in practical 
Photo provided by Columbus Crossing Borders Project
Art by David Denniston. The lines are Morse code and include the words “empowered,” “hope,” 
“speak out” and “new life.”
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ways, such as taking them to doctor’s ap-
pointments, giving the eldest son driving 
lessons, and financially providing groceries 
for them.
However, Swift noticed that despite 
the language barrier, the refugees impacted 
their American hosts just as much as they 
were being impacted.
“It was so cool because [it was] a two-
way integration that is so nourishing both 
ways,” Swift said. “The Syrian family [is] 
integrating into American society, and this 
American family [is] benefiting by this story 
of strength with such poise and endurance.”
Swift said that the most powerful mo-
ment of the project for him came when he 
had finished filming and was saying good-
bye to Manal. He asked her why she wanted 
to tell her story, since many other refugees 
had refused to be interviewed for fear of 
negative repercussions. 
“And she looked me in the eye, with 
more human strength than I think I’ve ever 
seen from anybody, and she just told me, 
‘You can’t be afraid,’” Swift said. “That was a 
precious experience for me.”
According to Swift, Manal and her hus-
band are now employed, their children are 
enrolled in schools and their language skills 
are rapidly improving.
Swift hopes that through viewing his 
documentary, people gain perspective as 
they see the spirit of hope and resilience in 
the refugees. 
“I tried not to make a preachy film,” Swift 
said, “[but] we’re kind of spoiled as Amer-
icans. These people have so much to give 
us because of what they go through. What I 
would like people to take away is a capacity to 
open our hearts and be compassionate.”
Since the completion of the Columbus 
Crossing Borders Project, its roaring suc-
cess has been a shock even to VanBalen. Its 
debut event in May 2017 was attended by 
more than 400 people. 
“It’s gaining momentum, as though the 
project has grown legs of its own and tak-
en off, and we’re just trying to keep up with 
it,” VanBalen said. “I never thought that it 
would leave Ohio, but we’ve already been 
traveling from city to city.”
VanBalen said one of the most important 
aspects of the project is spreading knowledge 
through conversation at the exhibits. 
“The conversations that we have often 
are in regard to what we all deserve: the 
cornerstones of respect, caring, and putting 
love into action,” she said. “If we could focus 
on that, it would heal so much in our world 
right now.”
When the exhibit concludes all planned 
touring at the close of 2018, all artwork will 
be auctioned and the proceeds will benefit ref-
ugees. Though the project does not generate 
many funds, VanBalen still feels that refugees 
have been encouraged by their activism.
“Maybe it doesn’t change people in a 
dramatic way, but it brings smiles to their 
hearts knowing that somebody cares about 
them,” she said.
Additionally, VanBalen said she real-
izes that young people represent an oppor-
tunity for culture-wide change within the 
United States. 
“Through our advocacy, we’re really 
trying to reach out to a wide demographic, 
and one of the most uplifting experiences 
we’ve been having is with younger people,” 
she said. “What better way to change hearts 
and minds than to start with young people?”
VanBalen is unsure of where her brain-
child will go in the future, but she is confi-
dent that it will leave a lasting legacy.
“If even a small fraction of the commu-
nity becomes aware, and starts to under-
stand what’s happening, then it’s worth it,” 
she said. “I’m aiming big because I feel this 
is urgent. It’s essential work, and we have to 
do it for each other.”
One of the artists, Dasa Harris, is a 
refugee from communist east Europe and 
came to the United States in 1993. Because 
of her heritage, the project’s meaning reso-
nates for her. Her painting features a wom-
an and child staring out over a stormy sea.
“I am hopeful this project can, in some 
small way, shine a spotlight on their plight,” 
Harris wrote on the Columbus Crossing 
Borders website, “and encourage govern-
ments around the globe to tear down their 
walls and fences and recognize, with com-
passion, our common humanity.”
The Columbus Crossing Borders Proj-
ect is coming to the Cultural Arts Center 
in Columbus on May 21; the exhibit will be 
open from 2-7 p.m., and admission is free. 
Additionally, the documentary “Breathe 
Free” can be purchased on Vimeo for $5. 
Katie Milligan is a freshman English ma-
jor0. She enjoys taking Polaroid photos, 
eating pasta, and watching Disney movies.
Photo provided by Columbus Crossing Borders Project
“Run” by Linda Regula. The flames reach into the next piece by Paula Colman.
Photo provided by Columbus Crossing Borders Project
“One Child of Millions” by Paula Colman. The flames on the left side spill over from the piece 
by Linda Regula.
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SPORTS
by Tim Miller
The Cedarville men’s basketball team could have easily finished as a top team in the G-MAC last season. How-
ever, after losing its star player in Patrick 
Bain to injury, the team stumbled, dropping 
five of its eight games without Bain.
Head coach Pat Estepp believes the 
team could’ve won 17 games had it kept the 
services of Bain and that last season’s out-
come was underwhelming.
“We did not exceed expectations,” Es-
tepp said. “I think our guys were planning 
on at least being in the top half of our con-
ference, and I would say if Pat doesn’t get 
hurt, that happens.”
Now looking ahead to the 2018-19 sea-
son, the team’s identity will change after 
losing one of the best players to go through 
the program in recent memory. Estepp said 
the team will look much different than it did 
last season, but the Yellow Jackets return the 
two players who stepped up during Bain’s 
absence: senior guard Grant Zawadzki and 
sophomore forward Conner TenHove.
Zawadzki and TenHove mirrored each 
other in scoring in the final eight games of 
the season, finishing with 14.8 points per 
game. Zawadzki had four games with 18 
points or more, while TenHove tallied four 
games with at least 17 points.
Estepp said he had high expectations 
for TenHove coming into the season, and 
the freshman from Valparaiso, Indiana, sur-
passed Estepp’s highest hopes.
“I personally thought he should have 
been freshman conference player of the 
year,” Estepp said. “I thought he had one 
of the best freshman years I’ve coached. In 
my 10 years as head coach, I don’t think I’ve 
ever had a player average 11 points per game 
in a season.”
TenHove recognized his role as a fresh-
man was more expanded than most freshmen 
get. Even so, TenHove thinks his role will be 
even larger going into his sophomore season.
“I had a very large role this past season, 
especially coming in as a freshman,” Ten-
Hove said. “That especially grew when Pat 
got injured. I expect to have a larger role and 
to improve my consistency next season.”
Zawadzki was named a team caption by 
Estepp for next season this spring. Zawadz-
ki will not only be a leader in major statisti-
cal categories, but also in a support role for 
the team.
“I’m excited for the challenge,” Za-
wadzki said. “I always dreamed of leading 
a team at the college level so to prepare for 
that role is exciting. I know there is a lot of 
responsibility and learning, but I know that 
with the help of our coaches and my men-
tors I will be equipped to do so.”
The Yellow Jackets won each of their 
final two games of the season on the shoul-
ders of Zawadzki and TenHove. Estepp 
said the strong finish to the season has 
given the squad extra vigor to get better 
during the spring and summer.
“I think it got them excited to get to work 
this offseason,” Estepp said. “They’re work-
ing really hard, and they were in the gym the 
first day they could be in the offseason.”
Estepp is excited about a large re-
cruiting class coming in for next season, 
along with the possible emergence of 
highly-touted redshirt freshman Quinton 
Green. Although Green did not play last 
season, Estepp has raved of his athleti-
cism since he arrived on campus for his 
redshirt season.
Green likely will not be an all-confer-
ence player next winter, but Estepp said he 
has plenty of room to grow as a role player.
“He’s got the ability to be a really good 
wing player,” Estepp said. “He’s got to learn 
to play through contact a little more, but he 
can shoot the ball and rebound as well as 
anyone we have right now.”
The coaching staff prioritized recruit-
ing size in this class, and that is a strength 
Estepp points to for next season. 
Incoming freshman point guard Bran-
den Maughmer has good size for a one-
guard at 6-3. Isaiah Speelman, a 6-6 for-
ward, was named division and conference 
player of the year in his senior season. Es-
tepp says 6-8 forward Kollin VanHorn is 
more athletic than his frame shows and al-
ready has good size for a freshman.
The team will also add junior transfer 
Seth Dittmer, who comes to Cedarville from 
UW-Milwaukee. Dittmer was a walk-on at 
Milwaukee but will contribute minutes right 
away at Cedarville as a 6-9 post.
“Our size will be really good,” Estepp 
said. “We didn’t graduate size, so we’re gon-
na look a lot bigger. The challenge will be get-
ting to know those guys and their strengths.”
Estepp has confidence that the team can 
produce a quick turnaround after a less than 
stellar season. He was blunt in that assertion, 
saying the newcomers could lead the team to 
more success than it’s seen in years.
“We’ve got a chance to flip the switch 
really quick with who we have coming in,” 
Estepp said.
Tim Miller is a sophomore marketing major 
and sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys hav-
ing a baby face, sipping Dunkin Donuts cof-
fee and striving to be the optimal combina-
tion of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swanson.
Men’s Basketball to Rely on Change in 2018
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Grant Zawadzki (52) will have the offense on his shoulders next season. 
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SPORTS
by Joshua Stevens
Hannah and Heather Lord are not just sophomores on the Cedarville University softball team. They are 
twin sisters who excel in both sports and 
academics, and are driven by faith, family, 
and friends.
 Growing up in Marietta, Ohio and at-
tending the small Wood County Christian 
School across the Ohio River in Williamstown, 
West Virginia, Hannah and Heather were suc-
cessful on the field and court and diligent in 
the classroom. Their attitudes and work ethics 
have not dwindled since coming to Cedarville 
in the fall of 2016, and they continue to im-
press in many aspects of their student life.
The twins played many sports growing 
up including soccer, basketball, and volley-
ball, but they said softball was their favorite.
“We started out loving softball as kids,” 
Hannah said. “Our parents were very sup-
portive in taking us to tournaments and 
making sure we had the right coaching.”
Since Hannah and Heather were home-
schooled until their freshman year of high 
school, they had to find their own ways to be 
involved in sports. This included travel soft-
ball and having their older brother Nathan 
help them with their basketball skills.
“He wanted us to excel in all that we 
did,” Heather said. “He would push us hard 
and make sure we were doing the best that 
we could.”
The extra motivation from their family 
helped Hannah and Heather make the tran-
sition to high school. The twins had never 
played on a high school team before, but 
they were ready to face the challenge. They 
were successful in every sport they played. 
They won the volleyball West Virgin-
ia Christian Athletic Tournament all four 
years they played. In basketball, Hannah 
owns the school record for career 3-point-
ers and assists and Heather has the school 
record for overall scoring. 
Wood County Christian presented a 
challenge for Hannah and Heather, though, 
as the school did not have a softball team. 
However, Hannah and Heather were deter-
mined to do whatever it took to improve, 
and the school gave them permission to play 
on the baseball team. Playing with guys on a 
baseball team could have been challenging, 
but both were encouraged by the team.
 “It was different, obviously,” Hannah 
said. “But it wasn’t too much of an adjust-
ment. They knew where our skills were at, 
and we knew where their skills were at, and 
everyone knew their place.” 
Through playing baseball, the twins 
were able to find a new respect for softball. 
“Softball has so much strategy,” Heath-
er said, comparing the two sports. “Playing 
baseball, it didn’t seem like there was as 
much strategy.”
“At Wood County, in baseball, you’re 
just trying to hit the ball and wherever you 
hit it is fine,” Hannah said. “On our travel 
(softball) team, it was all situational.”
Their knowledge of the game and skill 
allowed Hannah and Heather to be able to 
pursue college softball. They signed to play 
for Cedarville in the spring of their senior 
year. In their first year with the Lady Jackets, 
the team went 33-20 and 21-4 in the G-MAC. 
“They are extremely athletic and highly 
skilled players, especially defensively,” Cedar-
ville softball coach Wes Rowe said. “They have 
been blessed with quickness and speed.”
Throughout their sports journey, Han-
nah and Heather Lord remain two humble 
individuals. They focus on their academics; 
they both have above a 3.9 GPA. They have 
also proven to be great teammates. 
“They have impacted me tremendous-
ly,” teammate Danielle Wolgamot said. 
“They have been a constant encouragement 
in my life, always having positive attitudes 
and doing everything in excellence.” 
Hannah and Heather’s dedication and 
encouragement can be attributed to their 
faith. In the ups and downs of their journey, 
the sisters always use their talents and abil-
ities to glorify God. 
“You can be joyful in any situation,” 
Hannah said. “We’re doing what we love, and 
God has given us these talents and abilities. 
We try not to take that for granted.”
Their joy and faith has impacted those 
around them as well, whether it be friends, 
teammates, or coaches. 
“The main thing I have learned from 
them is how to be diligent in everything you 
do yet be so humble in the Lord,” teammate 
Avary Humes said. “They are genuine and 
authentic in pursuing things not for the ac-
colades but for the Lord.”
As Hannah and Heather continue their 
softball journey at Cedarville, they want to 
continue to have a humble attitude and a 
faithful, servant’s heart. 
“We want to work hard in everything 
that we do,” Heather said. “So we can excel 
at the things that God has given us to do.”
Joshua Stevens is a sophomore journalism 
major and sports writer for Cedars. He en-
joys rooting for the Tennessee Titans and 
listening to old-school music.
Lord Twins Excel On and Off the Field
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Heather Lord says she and her sister have loved softball since they were young kids.
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Hannah Lord and her sister played baseball 
in high school because their school did not 
have a softball team.
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Photo provided by Daniel Jaquish
The team visited one of the largest Hindu temples in North America to learn about their 
faith.
Photo provided by Lexi Smith
The Clarkston International Bible Church hosts several different ethnic churches that each worship in different languages. Pictured here is the Congolese service.
Atlanta Missions Trip
Photo provided by Lexi Smith
Alex Hentschel sits with a refugee student and bonds at an after-school program.
